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What Does Good Legal Representation Look Like 

For A Professional Guardian? 

1. Active communication: Ignoring emails and not returning calls for days to 
weeks are big red flags. 

a. Another red flag: If the attorney will not communicate with you 
directly when there are issues, and they filter most, if not all, 
communication through their staff or paralegal. 

2. Deep knowledge about guardianship/probate law, and an attorney who is 
also very willing to mentor and teach you. 

a. Someone who is willing to say, "I don't know, let's get an expert 
involved." 

3. Considers creative solutions that are in the best interest of the Ward. 
Willing to discuss your ideas, concerns & thoughts. 

4. Does a lot to protect you from others, such as the courts, the crazy family, 
the Inspector General, APD, LEO, IRS and anyone else, so you can 
focus on the Ward's needs. 

5. Does a lot to protect you from yourself - guardians tend to do what is 
good for the Ward, even at the detriment of themselves personally, 
professionally, legally, and financially. 

6. Has a good general understanding of benefits , medical care, local 
placement options, support services and more. 
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What Does Good Legal Representation Look Like 

For A Professional Guardian? (continued) 

7. Is willing to share their cell phone number with you knowing that you will 
be respectful and only use it in a real crisis. 
8. Files your stuff on time & pays attention to any court communications. 
Watches deadlines, hassles you if you are running late, and is willing to 
file extensions when appropriate. 

Bonus: Is actively involved in the legal-guardianship community with 
leadership roles in organizations like: their local Bar Association, Florida 
Bar sections, FSGA. Does community presentations, speaking events, 
training engag(l)ments, and is connected to local civic organizations. 

a. https://www.!Jorid-abar.org/about/sect]on/ 
Bonus: Is board ce tified in specialties like: ) 

a. Wills, Trusts & Estate, Elcler Law ~, Health Law 
i. https://www.flonidabar.org/abo-ut~cert/cent-applications-and-' - \. . requirements/ 

Bonus: Is respected with a good reputation by the local guardianship 
community & courts system. 
Bonus: Has· compassion & empathy for the Ward these are HUMANs, not 
just cases. 
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